A mutation in the 65,000 Dalton heat shock protein gene, commonly used for molecular identification of non-tuberculous mycobacteria, leads to the misidentification of Mycobacterium malmoense as Mycobacterium marinum.
We describe a case of a Mycobacterium isolated from a patient with cervical lymphadenitis which was initially identified by hsp65 RFLP as Mycobacterium marinum. Sequence analysis of the hsp65 DNA fragment and the 16S rDNA signature sequence, however, led to the identification of Mycobacterium malmoense. A point mutation in one of the restriction sites had shifted the M. malmoense typical RFLP pattern to the M. marinum specific RFLP pattern. As a consequence, care should be taken when identifying mycobacteria with the use of one molecular technique, only.